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And the leaves o f  the t ree are for the hea ling  o f  the nat ions.  Rev .  22:2 b

Counting our b less ings . . .  Proverbs 10:6a says that ‘blessings crown the head of the righteous’ . We can say that 

about the 14 months since we last sent an official Moringa prayer letter! 

In August 2016 we wrote of our amazement that it 

was 10 years since God led us to set up an 

incorporated, not for profit, charitable association to 

be called Moringa Associates Inc. We had no 

idea what lay ahead, and with rear vision, we are so 

grateful for God’s enabling grace, and for his 

material provision as we do not speak of our needs 

which have always been met. Our health and strength 

have been challenged at times, and yet a steady 

stream of unsought diverse ministry opportunities 

have come our way for over a decade. In July 2016 

these included a church mediation; a weekend Church 

house party/camp, Christian Ministry Advancement 

meetings, and preparations for an international trip.   

That long scheduled trip was adjusted suddenly in mid

-August when Kathi found an abnormal lump, had 

scans and diagnosis of breast cancer just 4 days 

before our scheduled departure date. We were still 

able to stay with friends in Germany, had 2 weeks in 

the UK, visiting ministry friends and seeing beautiful 

country. Then we flew to Boston for a visit with ministry 

friends, then headed off for a personal tour through 

the Canadian Rocky Mountains – spectacular! Finally, 

a family visit with Kathi’s brother and sister-in-law in 

Oregon and then to Santa Barbara, California for the 

wedding of our nephew Paul to Jenny.  

The day after our return home Kathi’s surgeon 

confirmed a lumpectomy to remove the cancer. Kathi 

resigned from the board of Christian Ministry 

Advancement after 14 years, and prepared to take 

leave from other regular ministry commitments to 

recover from surgery and prepare for 4 weeks of 

radiotherapy. Between the surgery and radiotherapy, 

after an ‘all clear of cancer’ report from the surgeon, 

we were able to share with a Baptist church some 2 

hours away in special anniversary services at the end 

of October. 

In November we reported that 19 radiation 

treatments were limiting Moringa work to be local for 

us both; Kathi for treatment and its effects, and David 

as chauffeur, driving her back and forth daily for 

these treatments. However, being local did not limit 

opportunities and we were both thankful to God for 

health, strength sustained, and the steady stream of 

diverse and unsought ministries. Despite the 

radiotherapy treatments Kathi continued with 

administrative, mentoring and prayer tasks while 

conserving energy for treatment and medical 

appointments. Being lead singer for Sunday worship 

brought weekly joy and refreshment to her spirit. 

David continued with mentoring, teaching, prisoner 

Bible-lesson marking, Christian board activities for 2 

organisations, and prayerful contacts via email and 

telephone. 

By January Kathi felt daily strength improvement from 

the effects of radiation, and we were encouraged to 

add two new local initiatives to our portfolio. First, a 

weekly ‘Homework Club’ for Primary to High School 

age students. And for David, teaching English-as-a-

second language (ESL) to an amazingly diverse 

group of refugees and new immigrants. Sydney has 

the highest number of new migrants nationwide and 

David had wanted to join a local teaching team! In 

April David’s ESL group shared a Saturday picnic of 

cultural dishes together in the home of one member. 

And Kathi recommenced her regular ‘virtual office’ 

services as PA to the chairman of Overseas Council 

Australia, (our former deputy Prime Minister). 

In April we were able to fulfil a commitment with 

Peacewise Australia to teach together a day-long 

Personal Peacemaking training in a regional church 

for some 80 people, from primary school age up to 

the 70’s. From the end of April and well into May 

David continued with ministry commitments, as well as 

leading local services occasionally. Meanwhile, Kathi 

was able to visit with family in California. She 

returned to Australia in time for a 4-day autumn 

prayer retreat on the Central Coast of NSW with 

The beautiful Canadian Rocky Mountains 

Travelling home from the Personal Peacemaking 
seminar we passed COHENS GULLY! 
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David. In June we hosted a dear friend from Uganda, John 

Wandera of Christian Fellowship Ministries, whom we first 

met in 2000. With his wife, he has been developing churches 

in Uganda, through orphan care, pastor leadership training 

and microfinance schemes to empower people toward self-

sufficiency, an ambitious vision in a land where since the 

brutal leadership of Idi Amin in the 1970s, masses of people 

have suffered the devastating effects of civil war, HIV/AIDS, 

and rebel conflict, that have claimed the lives of the parents 

of more than two million children. John told his CFM story to 

30 guests in our home. Many youth in Uganda are being 

inspired with hope by CFM and we loved being able to be a 

catalyst for their story to be heard. 

In July we met as a Moringa Board – always a blessing and 

encouragement to us both to share and listen to their 

combined wisdom! We hosted another ministry couple in 

August, and confirmed that David would join an Overseas 

Council Australia team of 4 on a two-week fact-finding 

mission evaluating Bible colleges in Nigeria, Ivory Coast 

and Egypt. Before that trip began, we had the blessing of 

our week long retreat in tropical north Queensland. He 

returned from Africa challenged and encouraged by 

strategic meetings, new friendships and follow up tasks. The 

fact-finding goals of the trip for future potential partnership 

were very productive. In Ivory Coast David’s French was 

valued. 

The way ahead is peppered with regular commitments like 

the ones above. Kathi is scheduled for her annual 

appointment with the breast surgeon specialist, followed by 

one with her medical oncologist. These are to be annual 

occurrences for 4 more years, with all current indicators 

being stable. David remains in amazing health himself 

and we are looking forward to being in the UK in early 

December for events marking the end of a year-long 

celebration for Scripture Union UK of 150 years of 

ministry. David was the General Director of SU UK from mid

-1980s to early 1990s. We are then planning to go on from 

there to spend some weeks in California with Kathi’s parents 

and other family and supporters in Santa Barbara.  

We are humbled and blessed to be able to share something 

of the amazing year we have had, graced by God’s 

mercy to us, providing us with many opportunities as we 

continue to seek ‘prayerfully to serve in leadership and 

peacemaking.’ We are so wanting to be a blessing to those 

who need encouragement and the kind of nurturing and 

prayerful support we can offer. And we are thankful for you, 

for your friendship and for blessing our lives with your own 

news which fuel our prayers for you.   

David and Kathi Cohen  

David with Stuart Brooking and Ken Offord of Overseas 

Council Australia in Egypt—2nd September 2017 

The Wednesday ESL team—instructors & learners together 


